Writing Feedback Symbols
	Symbol
	Meaning
	Remedies

	
	Good point, good idea, nicely put, etc.
	Smile!  Enjoy!  Now, notice what you did well, & try to keep it up!

	
	Delete – could be an unnecessary punctuation mark to an unnecessary word or phrase.
	Delete the issue.  Try to understand why this item / word, etc. was not needed & avoid making the same mistake again.

	
	Close up or remove the space.
	Delete the space.  Try to understand why the space was unnecessary & avoid making the same mistake again.

	
	Something is missing here.
	Insert whatever is missing; sometimes I will write in what I believe you meant to include, but I don’t always understand what you were actually trying to say.  At any rate, try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.

	
	Reverse order.
	Reverse the order of the words or sometimes the phrases.  Try to understand the issue & avoid making the same mistake again.

	
	Unclear.  What do you mean?  
	Clarify & explain.  Sometimes the issue is your wording, but sometimes, the issue is that the logic doesn’t really work.  Usually, you will need to add in discussion & explanation to truly make the point clear or to justify your conclusion / interpretation.

	
	Incorrect capital.
	Replace the capital with a lower case letter.  Again, try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.

	
	Needs a capital.
	Replace with a capital letter.  Try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.

	
	Paragraph problem.
	Most likely the issue is that you need to begin a new paragraph, but sometimes, you need to look at the organization of several paragraphs then reorganize.  Try to understand the issue & avoid making the same mistake again.

	S/V
	Subject – verb agreement problem.
	Look back at the subject & verb to be sure they agree in number.  Try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.

	Pro
	Pronoun – antecedent agreement problem.
	Be sure you understand what the pronoun’s antecedent is then make sure that these match in number AND person.  Try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.

	Awk
	Awkward phrasing, sentence, or passage.
	Rephrase this section.  I find it helps to read the section aloud and ask yourself if this wording is clear, concise, and accurate.  Often, these issues arise when you are forcing a formal tone or when you really aren’t sure what you actually mean.  It may also help to express the idea verbally to find a more clear way to write it down.

	Spec. OR 
CDs
	Specific or concrete details.
	Respond to my marginal comment – usually tat you need to add specific or concrete details, most likely from the text.  Try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  

	“   “ (   ).
	Problem with in-text citations or MLA format.
	Usually, I will write on your paper the correct way for the citation, but I will not do this with every mistake.  This is most definitely an issue with which you must become adept.  Remember, you must cite any ideas that are not your original ideas – yes, this includes paraphrases!  Mistakes such as this lead to accusations of plagiarism and, in most college classes, will lead you straight to an honor code violation!

	Cliché
	Overused expression, trite, essentially meaningless.
	Rewrite and work on developing your own way to express the idea.  Refresh the tired phrase!

	Conn.
	Issue with connotation.
	Reconsider word choice because the connotation doesn’t fit.  This is a common mistake when students are trying to avoid using the same word repeatedly and they just go to the thesaurus.  While the thesaurus is a helpful tool when you’re stuck or feel like the word you want is “on the tip of your tongue,” it can certainly lead to a classic pitfall where you misuse a word because of its connotation.

	Colloq.
	Colloquial expression or slang, inappropriately informal.
	Use appropriate diction for formal writing.  Remember, the essays you are working on should be polished, insightful analyses of literature – this is not a book club.  (Although those are great fun; just remember that there’s a time & place for informal discussions.)

	Frag.
	Sentence fragment.
	Look back at this “sentence” and figure out what’s wrong.  Do you need to add a subject or verb?  If so, fix that.  Is it really a dependent clause because of a subordinate conjunction, relative pronoun, or noun clause identifier?  If so, fix that either by removing said item or by connecting to an independent clause correctly.

	NA!
	Never again!
	I don’t have to do this often – hopefully.  But if you see this on your paper, you definitely need to understand the problem and never do it again.  This most often happens when someone breaks a “cardinal rule” of formal essay writing.

	Text. OR 
TE
	Needs textual evidence and most likely further elaboration.
	Add specific details and textual evidence to prove your point.  Remember that the essays you’re writing for me should be in-depth analyses; an in-depth analysis cannot work if you do not tie the analysis to the text. 

	OS
	Over simplification.
	Rewrite for precision, accuracy, and clarity.  Often, students make this mistake when they write as if the reader will “of course understand” what they are saying.  A good suggestion is to have someone somewhat familiar with the text read what you’ve written and see if that person clearly sees your points.  Be careful not to assume that your argument is clear.

	PV
	Using passive voice.
	Rephrase to use active voice.  Most often, people make this mistake when they are trying to sound more formal.  Consider this example: 
Vivid descriptions are used by Heaney… (Weak – the subject here [descriptions] is not “doing” the action, so it is passive voice.)

	Punct.
	Punctuation error.
	Add, replace, or delete the problem.  Try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.

	R-O
	Run-on sentence.
	Correct with needed punctuation.  Remember that you can correct a run-on by separating the 2 independent clauses with , + coordinating conjunction, with ; + transition word, OR with a . + capital letter to begin the next independent clause. Try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.  

	See me!
	I’d like to talk about something with you.
	Take a deep breath – this usually is not a bad thing.  Sometimes, I just thought of something interesting that you might enjoy reading which relates to your topic.  Sometimes, a point you made led me to think of another interesting point that you might want to consider.

	Sugg.
	A suggestion, not necessarily a correction.
	Always read these carefully.  I u8sually write this when what you have is not incorrect or invalid, but I just what to offer a suggestion of a way you could improve what you’ve written.

	Sp.
	Misspelled word.
	Correct the spelling issue.  If this is a case concerning homophones, homonyms, homographs or other commonly misspelled words, PLEASE be sure to understand the difference so that you will avoid this mistake in the future.  These mistakes are “biggies” – they make you look much less competent than you are.

	Shift
	Shift in tense.
	Correct the verb tense so that it fits the rest of the essay.  Remember, you always use present tense when writing about literature! I know this may seem strange, but consider that every time someone reads the book, everything is happening right then.  It is also helpful to review other tenses, such as present progressive & present perfect, so that you can express your ideas clearly.

	Trans.
	Look at your transitions.
	Respond to the comment.  You may need to add a transitional word or phrase to help connect your ideas, or I may simply be pointing out that you’ve done a nice job with a particular transition.

	Wordy
	You’re using too many words to make your point, and, unfortunately, your point is probably lost.
	Reconsider what you are trying to say; the most common problems with wordiness occur when someone is unsure of what he is truly trying to say. Look back at the tips to correct over-simplification; they should also help in this situation. 

	WC
	Word choice is weak or questionable.
	Replace with a more precise word or a word with more personality.  Be careful not to simply pick a word from the thesaurus – often the connotation and common usage of a word might be off balance from what you’ve written.  Using the thesaurus strategy often has adverse effects, and you sound like someone who’s just trying to “sound smart.” 

	WW
	Using the wrong word.
	Just as in problems with word choice or connotation, you should reconsider what you are trying to say.  Sometimes, though, I might make this notation when you are using the wrong form of a homophone /…nym /…graph.  Try to understand the mistake & avoid making the same mistake again.  The vast majority of these types of mistakes are simply the result of NOT carefully editing.  


