Greek and Latin Roots, Prefixes, and Suffixes
Many words in the English language are derived from roots. Knowing these roots and the prefixes and suffixes that go with them will help you determine the meaning of new or unfamiliar words as you read. For each of the following lists, define TWO sample words on your own paper for each root/prefix/suffix. Do not use the sample words already given.  You may struggle with finding some words, so we’re giving you some tips for how to go about seeing if your root, prefix, or suffix is actually contained in the word you find.
Ways to find words containing the roots:

Just because a string of letters appears in a word doesn’t mean that the word has the root you’re studying as its root.   For example, the word “demote” does not have “dem” as its root.  Sometimes, standard dictionaries include information about a word’s etymology (origin of the word, including its roots, prefixes, and suffixes), but many will not.  Therefore, two references will help you determine which words match the roots you are learning.  
Online Etymology Dictionary: http://www.etymonline.com (useful for checking a word you found in a regular dictionary)

1. Enter the word you found into the search box to confirm that the word matches the root.

2. When the results appear, look in the definition provided for the root and its meaning.  For instance, a search of the word “analysis” says that the word is from ana “up, throughout” + lysis “a loosening.”  ( Note:  The roots are in italics on the site.

Not all words may appear in this dictionary, but many common ones will.

Oxford English Dictionary Online (useful for finding words and confirming the root)
1. Go to  http://oxforddictionaries.com/ 
2. To search for words with a particular root, you can use the wildcard search.  In the search box, type the root and then an asterisk (no spaces).  Example: micro* 

3. You will receive a list of results.  Please try to select words that might be ones you would actually use.  Remember that as you type in the search box, some words automatically pop up, and you can use those if the search does not provide many.  Just be sure to check the entry for the etymology.
4. Click on a word to see its definition AND to make sure it has the right root.  For each word, you will find a button under the word that says “Etymology,” which also indicates the roots for the word (often called comb form). 

