Tips for Introductions & Conclusions
I. Introductions

a. Openers

i. Paradoxical / intriguing statement

ii. Arresting statistic / shocking statement

iii. Question

iv. Quotation or literary allusion

v. Relevant story, joke, anecdote

vi. Description, often for emotional appeal

vii. Factual statement

viii. Analogy, comparison

ix. Contrast

x. Personal experience

xi. Statement of problem or popular misconception

b. Background

c. Thesis

d. Essay map

II. Thesis Statements

a. Working Thesis

b. Guidelines:  states writer’s clearly defined opinion on subject
i. Asserts one main idea

ii. Has something worthwhile to say

iii. Limited enough to fit the assignment

iv. Clearly stated in specific terms

III. Conclusions

a. Only in long essays – restatement of thesis & major points
b. Evaluation of importance of essay’s subject

c. Stmt of essay’s broader implications

d. Call to action

e. Warning based on thesis

f. Witticism that emphasizes / sums up point

g. Quotation, story, joke that emphasizes point

h. Image or description that lends finality to essay’s point

i. Rhetorical question provoking thought about essay’s point

j. Forecast based on thesis

