Eng II Hon – Grace Ogot’s “The Rain Came”


Name:  _________________








Date:  ____________

I. Pre-reading Vocabulary

a. Context – handout
i. Buzz wanted to know who was in his family hundreds of years ago and set out to research who his ancestors were.  Ancestors means ___________________.

ii. Heather went to a psychic to see if the psychic could give her a prophecy about her future.  Prophecy means ___________________.

iii. In order to keep his room clean, Robert had to sacrifice his messy habits.  Sacrifice means ____________________.

iv. When her husband died, Alicia was the bereaved one who cried more deeply than all others.  Bereaved means ____________________.

v. The rain came down in torrents so heavy that we could not see the cars in front of us.  Torrent means ________________________.

vi. Deer, rabbits, and squirrels are all natural denizens of the northern woods.  Denizen means _______________________.

vii. The people who give the services in church are called the clergy while the others are simply laymen.  Laymen means ____________________.
b. Structural Attack – Define these words by breaking into word parts; use the dictionary only if absolutely necessary.

i. Aimlessly
ii. Co-wife

iii. Hunger-stricken

iv. Enthroned

v. Enviable

vi. Barring

vii. Bewitching
viii. Frantically

ix. Entangled
II. Pre-reading Questions – Before reading, look over these questions as they will help define your purpose:  What is the prophecy?  What must Oganda do?  What does Osinda do?
III. ACTIVE READING – handout – use the strategies (circle names of characters, underline or highlight details about setting, number each event, make notes about questions or ideas in the margins, reread the title) to dialogue with the text.
IV. Post-Reading Journal

a. MLA Works Cited – Using the model below, record the MLA source information for this text.

Author’s last name, First name.  “Title of Story.”  Title of this book.  edition.   

Ed. First Name Last Name.  City: Publisher, year. Pages.

b. Main characters – Describe each mc & justify their position as such.
c. Supporting characters – Describe each sc & justify their position as such.
d. Setting – Describe the setting(s) and any relevant prop(s).
e. Sequence – Outline the events of the story in order.  (You can follow outline format or create a plot diagram.)
f. Plot – Retell the story in no more than three sentences.
g. Conflicts – Identify & explain all of the conflicts within the story.  Also consider what flaw the conflict(s) reveals about the character.
i. External  [man v. man, man v. society, man v. technology, man v. nature, man v. the supernatural]

ii. Internal  [man v. self]

h. Significant Quotations – Explain the importance of each of these quotations.  Record the page number in the parentheses.
i. “A long time ago when she was quite young Osinda had given her that chain…. She heard her heart pounding so loudly as she thought of him” (    ).
ii. Unable to restrain her emotions any longer, she sobbed loudly as her age group got up to dance” (    ).

iii. “As she moved on, she had a strange feeling that something was following her.  Was it the monster?” (   ).

iv. “ ‘Listen to me Oganda!  Listen!  Here are two coats!’ ” (   ).

i. Foreshadowing, irony, and / or Symbolism – Explain examples of foreshadowing, irony and / or symbolism found within this story.
i. Foreshadowing:

ii. Irony:

iii. Symbolism: 

V. Discussion Questions – Be prepared to discuss these questions in class.  Plan your answers in the space provided.
a. Tribal law exists for the good of the tribe as a whole and not necessarily for the good of any single member.  Explain the role of tribal law on this story.
b. Why do you think the rain came?  Use details from the story to support your answer.
