Re: Summer Reading Assignment


Greetings! I hope that your summer is off to a good start and that you have begun to recuperate from your junior year.  I am looking forward to teaching you in the spring and hope that you are up for a challenging but fruitful experience in English IV AP Literature & Composition.  

I’m sure many of you are not terribly excited about this assignment, but I hope that as you work on it, you will enjoy it and gain some valuable insight into the processes of literary analysis.  Of course, I must mention that this course is slated for the spring semester; therefore, you need to keep diligent, detailed notes to review before class begins.  With that in mind, I realize some of you may choose to work on these assignments in the fall or during Christmas break; those are viable options, but I must caution you: these assignments WILL DEMAND TIME.  If you prefer to simply relax over Christmas break, you may want to divide the assignments and do some now – before school begins in August – and some in the fall or during Christmas break.
The assignment is threefold; read each step carefully.  Please use a single-subject notebook or journal to record all of your notes, dialectic journals, etc., and be prepared to turn these in within the first day or two of class. Both books I am asking you to read are available in the front office; please just ask Mrs. Combs, and she will sign out copies to you.  You can pick up your own from a library or book store if you choose.
Step 1:  Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor, and create a dialectic journal for the book as a whole; you should have a minimum of 2 entries for each chapter, including the introduction and envoi.  Please go to my website (found on West’s page – go to English, go to Kelley Miller, click on the English IV AP tab) to find an example of this type of journal. *Be sure to include MLA source info at the beginning of the DJ as well as citations for each of your entries.
Step 2:  Read Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre, and create a dialectic journal for each chapter.  You should have anywhere from 2 to 8 entries per chapter (some chapters are overflowing with important / interesting details while others simply are not).  As you read, please be sure to bear in mind the patterns, archetypes, etc. discussed by Dr. Foster as these apply incredibly well to this novel. *Be sure to include MLA source info at the beginning of the DJ as well as citations for each of your entries.

Step 3:  Choose 2 chapters from Dr. Foster’s How to Read…Professor which you feel provide good insight into your understanding of Jane Eyre.  For each chapter, plan a detailed analysis in your journal in which you explore the impact of the archetype, symbolism, etc., on your understanding of the novel or of the main characters.  In your analysis, you should include at least four specific examples / textual evidence which support your interpretation and analysis; be sure to discuss how these examples support your claim.  Take care to follow MLA format for citing quotations from both Jane Eyre and How … Professor.  *These are meant to be PLANS, not essays, so I would suggest using a graphic organizer where you can plan out a thesis statement, one or two main points supported with at least two specific examples each, and a conclusion.
As you work on these assignments, feel free to email me at kelley.miller@stokes.k12.nc.us with any questions or concerns; I should be able to respond fairly quickly.

As you prepare for the spring semester, you will also need to obtain copies of the following texts: Seamus Heaney’s translation of Beowulf, John Gardner’s Grendel, Alduous Huxley’s Brave New World and Jhumpa Lahiri’s The Namesake.  We will read these novels during the semester, but we do not have class sets here at WSHS.  You can check with our public libraries or purchase your own copies (often having your own copy is best because we will annotate quite a bit).  You can purchase your own copies of these fairly inexpensively at used book stores (Piedmont Books on Reynolda usually has copies for $3 or $4) or online – I do strongly suggest getting used copies because they are usually in very good shape and are much less expensive than new copies.  Please be advised that the first texts we will study will be Beowulf and Grendel, so you will need these texts as soon as the semester begins.
I look forward to having you all in class and hope that you will gain a greater appreciation and understanding of literature during our time together.  Please remember you can pick up copies of the Professor text and Jane Eyre in the front office with Mrs. Combs Monday through Thursday, from 7:30 – 5:00.  Again, please feel free to email me with any questions.
Thank you, and have a wonderful summer!

Kelley G. Miller
