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1. List & apply 5 aspects of the quest to your novel. (ch. 1)

2. Describe a meal scene from your novel (don’t forget about all the preparation and / or table settings, etc.) and apply the analytical ideas discussed in ch. 2.

3. Explain who is a “vampire” in your novel.  How?  Why?  What is taken?  Who are the victims? (and so on) (ch. 3)

4. What is intertextuality?  Give at least 3 examples of intertextuality in your novel, explaining in which texts and in which characters, events, etc., you see connections.  (ch.5)

5. Discuss at least 3 allusions to the Bible or Greek / Roman mythology in your novel.  Be sure to explain what Biblical / mythological character, event, etc., is alluded to, and try to explain how these allusions might illuminate the struggles, weaknesses, etc. of the characters in your novel. (ch.7 & 9)
6. Explain at least 3 examples demonstrating the connections between your novel and any fairy tales.  Explain the parallels, keeping in mind contrasts because these are also significant.  Do the parallels create irony, deepen your appreciation of the novel, etc.? (ch. 8)
7. Look at descriptions of weather, nature, seasons, or geography in your novel.  Discuss at least 3 key weather, etc., scenes / descriptions and explain the symbolism, foreshadowing, etc., each scene creates.  (ch. 10, 19, 20)

8. Consider 2 scenes of violence in your novel which fit into the two types of violence Foster discusses.  Describe these scenes – taking care to discuss similarities & differences – and demonstrate the different effects / repercussions of these scenes on character, plot, theme, etc.  (ch. 11)

9. List the steps described in the process for analyzing symbols on 106.  Using this, investigate 2 key symbols in your novel.  (ch. 12)

10. List Foster’s criteria for analyzing political writing (ch. 13) and demonstrate that your novel is indeed a political text with clear and specific evidence.
11. List Foster’s criteria (119) to prove that a character is a Christ figure.  Show that your character fits this archetype with specific examples which correlate with Foster’s criteria.

12. One of the most common archetypes is that of flight (birds, etc.) equating freedom.  Explain a character’s desire / need for freedom (from what / whom?  Why?), his / her various attempts to gain such freedom, the success of these attempts, etc. (ch. 15)

13. If your novel includes a key scene in which sex is coded and not explicit, explain the coding of the encounter, the relationship between the characters, and the impact on the theme of the novel or the development of one (or both) characters. (ch. 16 & 17)
14. Keeping in mind that “baptism” or “rebirth” scenes are often not what we traditionally associate with religion or church, explain the “rebirth” of one of the main characters in your novel.  Be sure to explain how the character changes because of this baptism. (ch. 18)
15. Consider the nature of a main character’s physical imperfection and analyze its implications for characterization.  What struggles does this imperfection create for the character?  How do these struggles affect the character?  (and so on)  (ch. 21, 22)

16. Explain a character’s “heart disease” or other illness in your novel.  Be sure to describe the nature of the character’s sickness and consider how it fits with Foster’s “principles governing the use of disease in literature” (215-7).  Be sure to discuss the effectiveness of the character’s death as it impacts plot, theme, or symbolism (or in rare cases, the impact of the character’s recovery).  (ch. 23, 24) 
