Poetry Project 





Name:________________________
Senior English


K. Miller

Due Date:  ______________________

For this assignment, you will choose a poet to research and 8 of his / her poems that you like and understand and / or want to understand better.  You will type these poems, respond to each one specifically, organize them in any order you choose, and bind them as your personalized collection of your “favorite” poet.  Sources for this project must include at least ONE book, at least one website dedicated to the poet (or the style of poetry he / she falls into), one critical essay, one article found online, a reliable collection of the poet’s work (preferably a book / hard copy text).
1. After you select your poet and 8 poems, type them (no photocopying – typing the poems will force you to become familiar with them and will help when you try to analyze them) EXACTLY as they appear in the original source.  You may choose more than 8 poems, but no less.

2. With each typing, include the poet, complete title, and date of publication.

3. Beneath each typed poem, include a paragraph of response and explanation.  Consider some of the following:  Why did you choose the poem? What makes it interesting and worthwhile?  Among other things,  your responses should use any five of these strategies at least once:

a. Interpret the techniques – line breaks or enjambment, specific punctuation marks, capitals or lack thereof, unconventional spelling or syntax (sentence structure), or patterns of sound – as deliberate techniques which contribute to the meaning of the poem

b. Connect the poem to other works we’ve read (by theme, topic, etc.)

c. Connect the poem to another class you’ve taken, explaining the related ideas from the other course clearly enough for someone who hasn’t taken that course to understand the connections

d. Apply a key literary device to the poem & explain its impact on the meaning (metaphor, simile, personification, alliteration, allusion, irony, hyperbole, understatement, characterization, setting, conflict, symbolism, imagery, etc.)

e. Explain how biographical information deepens your understanding of the poem

f. Explain the historical or cultural context and how it is important to the poem’s meaning

g. Explain the meaning of the title

4. You will also find a critical analysis of one of the poems you include and include this analysis in your finished product.  You will include your own response to the analysis, as well.  With which points do you agree?  Why?  With which points do you disagree?  Why?  Do you think the critic overlooked something?  Why?  Did you learn something new about the poem through the criticism?  What? 

5. You will also research the poet and discover the generic information but also any interesting details about the poet’s life, writing, etc.  This research must be documented well in an annotated bibliography.
6. Your project will culminate in a 3 – 4 page essay where you give an in-depth analysis of one or two poems you have chosen.  In this analysis, you should consider the biographical information you found about the poet; does it shed any new light on the poem(s)?  What devices does the poet use to convey a certain theme?  What is the theme?  How do(es) the poem(s) relate to “real life”?  Does it explain typical questions or struggles we face?  Does it offer advice?  (You may not answer all of these questions, but you should address as many as are relevant.)

7. You will create a presentation of this project for the class; this presentation can be done using prezi, goanimate4schools, or powerpoint.  Your presentation should explain biographical information on the poet and should include the 8 poems you chose, with some explanation / response to each poem.
When you submit your final project, you should bind it together somehow (we have some bindings available in the media center).  You should have a title page, table of contents, a preface OR an epilogue.  A preface should explain what is to come, explaining the ideas that unify or connect the poems.  An epilogue should evaluate more analytically the common characteristics, such as theme, subject matter, form, length, etc.  You can also use the epilogue as an opportunity to reflect on the experience of looking for, studying, etc. these poems and this poet.

I will check your progress by requiring certain items to be completed (at least in rough draft form) by certain dates:

· Poet selected by 


___________
· Research on poet completed by
___________

· 8 poems selected by


___________

· Poems typed and responded to by 
___________

· Critical analysis and response by
___________

· Essay completed by


___________

· Presentation ready to present by 
___________
