What’s a fairy tale?
· Stems from oral tradition
· Setting = “long ago and far away”  (Consider: why?)

· Includes special introductory and concluding words or phrases (Think – you know this!)

· Archetypal characters (good v. evil)

· Plot usually contains magic spells or objects

· Present conflict with a solution (usually fairly concrete)

· Wit, intelligence, and goodness generally outsmart evil

· Events often happen in 3s or 7s
Fairy Tales & 7 Deadly Sins

· Some scholars believe that fairy tales were written specifically for didactic purposes – to warn of the dangers of the seven deadly sins.

· The first historical mention of such a list was from Greek monastic theologian Evagrius of Pontus.  He drew up a list of 8 wicked human passions.

· In the late 6th century, Pope Gregory the Great reduced the list to the seven sins we commonly recognize today:

· Pride –

· Envy – 

· Wrath – 

· Avarice – 

· Gluttony – 

· Lust – 

· Sloth – 

· Throughout the Middle Ages, church hierarchy emphasized the teaching of these sins as well as the “Heavenly Virtues”

· Pride v. faith

· Envy v. hope

· Wrath v. justice

· Avarice v. charity

· Gluttony v. temperance

· Lust v. prudence

· Sloth v. fortitude

· Keep these dichotomies in mind in future literature classes; much of the canon deals with characters who struggle between these opposing aspects of human nature.

	Name of Tale
	Special Words
	Protag-onist
	Antag-onist
	Royalty and / or Castle
	Magic
	Problem & Solution
	3s or 7s

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


