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Course Description:


English I Honors will encompass in-depth studies of the vocabulary, grammar, literature, and writing styles of English.  This course is a survey, meaning that we will study texts from various cultures, including but not limited to American literature and culture.  A large portion of our studies will focus on literary analysis and reading comprehension.  I will require you to keep a binder where you must keep track of all your work; it will be incredibly helpful throughout the semester.


English I is a state-tested course; therefore, you will be required to take the English I EOC at the end of the semester.  In order to receive credit for this course, you must pass my class with no lower than a 70 average, AND you must score a minimum of 80% on the English I EOC.  I strongly encourage you to maintain your work to the highest of your ability so that you are fully prepared for this test.  This EOC is not merely a reading comprehension test; it requires the ability to interpret and analyze certain literary devices and their effects on literature, just for one example.  There is also an emphasis on grammar and composition where you must edit and revise student essays for clarity and correctness.


Again, if you work diligently and maintain a strong focus on improving your reading comprehension, analysis, and editing skills, I am confident that you will be successful in this class and on this EOC. 

Units of Study:


Our study of literature this semester will encompass the following genres: nonfiction, epic, short fiction, poetry, drama, and novel.  During each unit, you will be expected to complete the in-class assignments, projects, tests, etc.  Be sure to keep up with your work!  Students will keep a separate notebook for literature study; this notebook will be used for dialectic journals for all of our reading.  I will often collect these notebooks for a grade, so it is essential that students have a separate notebook for this purpose.  Journals should be maintained in an orderly fashion in order to be more helpful for students and to be more accessible to me.  Early in the semester, I will model this process with students several times to help them become more familiar with it; I have also included a sample on my website.

Our study of grammar will encompass a wide range of grammatical rules and conventions.  The main way that we will practice skills in editing will be in our DGP (daily grammar practice) each day; this daily practice forces you to become familiar with common grammatical problems, but it also helps you recognize important techniques in syntax which authors use strategically.   

Our study of vocabulary will focus on word parts: prefixes, roots, and suffixes.  You will be asked to work with a particular list each week, and these studies should help as you encounter other unfamiliar words.  Once we finish the word parts study, we will continue our vocabulary studies with other vocabulary lists.  Each list will be posted on my website, and I strongly encourage students to refer to this site and the study tools offered.
Class Expectations / Behavior:


I expect all students to be respectful and courteous to their classmates and to me.  Any students who are disrespectful will be dealt with appropriately.  I realize that teenagers love to keep up with all the “latest news,” but as this “news” is often gossip about other students, I do not allow students to talk about other students or teachers in my classroom; it is my firm belief that we should build each other up, and gossip simply does not do this.

I also expect that students will come to class prepared – this means you must have pencil, paper, textbook, etc.  If you do not have these when needed, you must give me an item for collateral before I will give you these items.  You must learn to be prepared, or there are consequences.


If there are any issues with behavior, work, or preparedness, I will give two warnings.  The third time, I will contact your parents / guardians to see if we can resolve the issue and find a way to improve the situation.  After this, if the situation continues, I will contact an administrator so that we can meet to resolve the issue.
Required Materials:

· 3 ring binder, ½”
· 4 dividers (agendas, DGP, DRP & EOC, voc / lit. terms)
· Single-subject spiral notebook for LIT. ANALYSIS
· Highlighters

· Pencils

· Blue or black ink pens

· College-ruled loose leaf paper

Class procedures:

· Bring notebook, textbook, pencils, etc. to class each day.

· Use blue or black only when writing in pen; assignments written in other ink colors will receive a ZERO!
· Each MONTH, students will receive a calendar with major due dates, quizzes, tests, etc. outlined.  Daily homework assignments should be written on these calendars – I will remind you at the end of class each day for the first month or so.  These calendars will be turned in at the end of each month for a grade – keep up with this!  It’s an easy way to help your overall average (or hurt it if you don’t keep up).  The calendar should be the first page in your binder as an easy way to keep up with your assignments.

· Each day, the agenda will be written on the board.  You should copy these on your agenda sheet each day as soon as you come into class.

· Once you copy down the agenda, you should begin the warm-up activity which will be on the smart board at the beginning of class each day.  Keep up with these – your grammar / warm-up quizzes will come from these warm-ups.

· Every Friday, we will have a quiz – vocabulary or DGP, alternately.  DO NOT throw away any lists until I tell you to do so.

· Students are NOT allowed to eat in class; however, you may have drinks as long as they have twist caps.  Keep the caps on the drinks to prevent spills.  I realize that accidents will happen, but if spills become a problem, this privilege will be revoked.
· Students must get permission to go to the restroom or out of the room for any reason; each time you leave the room, you must sign out & in on my “Where are you going? Where have you been?” notebook.  Restroom visits should be quick and not that frequent – please don’t abuse it.  If you are using this as a chance for social visits, it is skipping class and will result in a disciplinary referral.

· Students are not allowed to use cell phones or other electronic devices in class; if you are using these during class, I will take the device and turn it into the office.

· Students are not allowed to wear hats, etc., in my classroom.  I need to see your wonderful faces to know that you are focused.
Grading Policies:


All work must be turned in the day it is due; you will be given specific grading rubrics for any projects when they are assigned.  These rubrics will detail the points deducted for late assignments.  Please be sure to read this information carefully so that you may do your best work and turn assignments in on time.


Your average for this class will be based on the following formula:
· Daily work / homework – 10%
· Dialectic Journals – 15%
· Quizzes / EOC practice – 20%

· Projects – 25%

· Tests – 30%

*All students will have a folder in my room in which they will place ALL tests and quizzes once they’ve been graded.  All students are allowed to work on revisions to tests and quizzes to receive half credit back.  I have specific ways that I ask students to do these corrections, and they MUST be done AT SCHOOL.  These are NOT ALLOWED to be taken home.  In order for students to take advantage of the opportunity to correct tests & quizzes, I am here every morning for 0 period, of course, but I am also here by 7:30 – 20 minutes earlier than 0 period.  Students are encouraged to come in before school to work on corrections.  I am also available most afternoons; please just ask me the day before to make sure that I do not have a meeting or appointment.

Late Work:

I will only accept assignments 1 day late.  Any late assignments will have 20 points deducted; this is better than a 0, though.  After 1 day late, I will not accept late work.  When progress reports are sent home, you will have the opportunity to turn in missing assignments with 40 points deducted; again, this is better than a 0.  There will be deadlines with these opportunities, so be sure to turn in any missing work by these dates as this will be the last chance.  Of course, the best practice is to have all work completed and turned in on time.

Make-up Work:

Any time you miss class, you are responsible for the work missed! In my classroom, you will find a binder for your class where I keep the agendas.  Copy these down so that you know what you missed; any handouts will be in the pink folder labeled “Make-up Work.”  Be sure to complete these and turn them in within the time stated in your handbook.

Also, be sure to complete the absence form in my “Where are you going? Where have you been?” notebook.  This is an excellent place to keep track of the number of absences you have.  If you miss more than 13 classes, you will have to apply for a waiver and may or may not receive credit for the course.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding any of these policies or procedures, please contact me via email (kelley.miller@stokes.k122.nc.us) or phone (983-2099).  Thank you, and I look forward to a great semester!
