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Welcome:


Welcome to WSHS and to English II – World Literature!  I am excited about the material we will be discussing this year.  Throughout our studies, we will be considering common themes and issues exhibited in literature, art, film, etc. of world cultures. Again, I look forward to our studies this year and hope that you will gain much from your time with me.  

Course Description:


English II will encompass in-depth studies of the vocabulary, grammar, literature, and writing styles of English; this course focuses on literature and cultures throughout the world.  A large portion of our studies will focus on writing essays that address the texts we study.  I will require you to keep a notebook which will help you to reflect upon our studies and discussions, to analyze and interpret literature, to develop your writing skills, and, most importantly, to organize all of this important information.  


With our new Common Core Standards, English II is supposed to have a state assessment; unfortunately, we do not have any information about this assessment yet.  However, I believe that if we focus on these new standards and the skills you need to develop, you will be well prepared.  It is my ultimate goal to inspire in you a love and appreciate of language, literature, and all that we can learn about ourselves and our changing world through studies of language and literature.  I am incredibly passionate about the value which can be found in studies such as ours, and I hope you will discover something you can be equally passionate about.

Units of Study:


Our study this semester will encompass 3 literature units (an African unit, a comparative unit with an Ancient Greek and a modern text, and a South American unit) and special emphasis on writing skills, including grammar, mechanics, and research skills.  Each unit will begin with some basic research into that particular region and / or culture.  You will be expected to present this research in a professional fashion so that you and your classmates become active contributors to our little learning community.  Each unit will culminate with a test, essay, or project which will incorporate many aspects of our discussions, pertinent research information, literary elements, etc.  We will strive to use various media as avenues for these presentations in order to strengthen your understanding of technology and its benefits.  


Class Expectations:


Students are expected to come to class with a positive attitude, with assignments prepared, and to be prepared to work.  You are expected to treat each other and myself with the utmost respect; I often have students work in small groups on various activities, but these group exercises do not succeed if you do not pull your weight and have a good attitude.  You are expected to follow class procedures at all times.

Most importantly, I expect each student to work to their fullest potential.  If you give me your best effort, I’m sure you will be successful in this class.  
Classroom Management:

1. Verbal Warning

2. Parent contact

3. Parent / student / teacher / administrator conference
4. Referral to administrator for further disciplinary action

Required Materials:

· 3 ring binder, minimum of ½” WITH 5 dividers (daily agendas, DGP, vocabulary & spelling, literature / DJs, research / writing)

· Pencils, blue or black ink pens 

· College-ruled loose leaf paper

· Suggested Materials

1. Pencil pouch with holes (to be kept in front of binder)

2. Yellow, green, pink, orange highlighters (kept in pouch)

3. flash drive

Class Procedures:

· Each student must bring notebook, required textbook, and pen / pencil to class each day.  Students may only use BLUE or BLACK ink (or pencil) on assignments.  Any assignments written in any other color will be marked as a ZERO! 

· Each month, students will be given a calendar with the main objectives, quiz dates, etc. outlined for them.  Students must place this calendar in the front of their notebook and should write down assignments daily.

· Each day, our agenda will be written on the board; upon entering class, students should copy down this agenda then begin working on the warm-up activity on the smart board.

· Students will have quizzes every Friday, rotating between vocabulary / spelling & grammar / DGPs.  Please be sure to keep ALL lists, exercises, etc. unless I tell you otherwise.

· Students are NOT allowed to eat in class; however, you may have bottled water with twist caps.  Please keep the caps tightly closed to prevent sticky messes and to prevent spills.  If spills become a problem, this privilege WILL BE REVOKED!

· Students will follow county guidelines pertaining to cell phones (and other electronic devices) and hats. 
Grading Policy:


All work must be turned in on the day it is due.  You will be given specific grading rubrics for any major projects when the project is assigned.  These rubrics will detail the points deducted for late assignments.  Please be sure to read all of these assignments carefully so that you may do your best work and turn it in on time.


Please know that I am available every morning during 0 period for any extra assistance you might need.  I will also stay after school on Wednesdays until 4:30 to work with anyone who needs extra help or who needs to get caught up.  Because of meetings, etc., though, you must make arrangements with me at least one day in advance.  

Your average for this class will be comprised of daily assignments, homework, quizzes, essays, individual projects, group projects, presentations, tests, daily agendas and calendars.

Late Work:

Any homework assignments not completed and turned in on time may be completed and turned in one day late; however, this late work will have 20 points deducted from the grade.  I will not accept any work more than one day late, and any missing assignments will be given the score of 0.  Progress reports are sent home every 3 weeks; at this time, students should verify grades and take the opportunity to make up work.  Any missing work may be turned in by dates specified on these reports, but all work will have 40 points deducted from the grade.  It is essential that you learn to be responsible and have all work turned in on time.

Make-up Work:

Any time you miss my class, you are responsible for making up all missed work within the time period stated in your student handbook.  It is your responsibility to make up all daily assignments, notes, quizzes, tests, etc.  I WILL NOT check over your shoulder to make sure that you are making up missed work.  In my classroom, you will find a class notebook with daily agendas, notes, assignments, etc. for each day; you must check this notebook after any absences to find out what you’ve missed.  There is also a basket / folder for each class period where I will put extra handouts, etc. for people who are absent.  Ultimately, however, you must take the time to get the missing work and to turn it in within the prescribed time. 

Attendance:


If you miss class or are tardy to class, you MUST complete the attendance form in “Where are you going? Where have you been?” binder.  This form will serve as a record of your absences, excused and unexcused, as a tool to help you keep track of your attendance.  Please don’t skip school!  It is hard to catch up; you may miss too many days to receive credit.  Most importantly, to succeed, you must be here and participate in class!

Closing:


Again, I am excited to have you in my class this semester.  I’m sure that we will discover many wonderful aspects of literature, writing, and grammar, and hope that you will benefit from our time together.  Please remember that diligence and responsibility are essential to your success in this class.  If you have any concerns or questions, please contact me at the above school or via email.

Thank you,

Mrs. Kelley Miller

Please read the syllabus, sign below and return this form to Mrs. Miller the second day of class.  

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understood the information outlined in this syllabus.  If, at any time, I have questions or concerns, I will contact Mrs. Miller.

Student’s Signature:  ____________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent / Guardian’s Signature:  ______________________________________ Date:  _________ Contact #:  _________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________

Does your son/ daughter have access to a computer outside of school?  _________

Does your son / daughter have access to the internet outside of school?  _________

