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Course Description:


English I will encompass in-depth studies of the vocabulary, grammar, literature, and writing styles of English.  This course is a survey, meaning that we will study texts from various cultures, including but not limited to American literature and culture.  A large portion of our studies will focus on literary analysis and reading comprehension.  I will require you to keep a binder where you must keep track of all your work; it will be incredibly helpful throughout the semester.


English I now has a Common Exam required by NCDPI.  I strongly encourage you to maintain your work to the highest of your ability so that you are fully prepared for this test and for future English courses.  This exam will require the ability to interpret and analyze certain literary devices and their effects on literature, just for one example.  There may also be an emphasis on grammar and composition where you must edit and revise student essays for clarity and correctness.


Again, if you work diligently and maintain a strong focus on improving your reading comprehension, analysis, and editing skills, I am confident that you will be successful in this class and on these exams. 

Units of Study:


Our study of literature this semester will be divided among the following units by genre: nonfiction, epic, short fiction, poetry, and drama.  During each unit, you will be expected to complete the in-class assignments, projects, tests, etc.  Be sure to keep up with your work!

Our study of grammar will encompass a wide range of grammatical rules and conventions.  The main way that we will practice skills in editing will be in our warm-ups (Daily grammar Practice – DGP) each day.   
Outside Reading Projects / Contracts:


Each month, you will choose a novel to read on your own.  This novel must meet certain criteria I will give you.  As you read, you will be required to keep a reading log with brief summaries.  At the end of the month, you will write an in-class summary of your novel then choose to create a project (or two) of your choice.  Your “contract grade” will reflect the projects you choose to complete.  As a culmination of this assignment, you will give a brief presentation to the class about your book.  


Please keep in mind that these books will be your choice as long as they meet my criteria, so pick something you’re interested in!

Class Expectations / Behavior:


I expect all students to be respectful and courteous to their classmates and to me.  Any students who are disrespectful will be dealt with appropriately.  I realize that teenagers love to keep up with all the “latest news,” but as this “news” is often gossip about other students, I do not allow students to talk about other students or teachers in my classroom; it is my firm belief that we should build each other up, and gossip simply does not do this.

I also expect that students will come to class prepared – this means you must have pencil, paper, textbook, etc.  If you do not have these when needed, you must give me an item for collateral before I will give you these items.  You must learn to be prepared, or there are consequences.


If there are any issues with behavior, work, or preparedness, I will give two warnings.  The third time, I will contact your parents / guardians to see if we can resolve the issue and find a way to improve the situation.  After this, if the situation continues, I will contact an administrator so that we can meet to resolve the issue.
Required Materials:

· 3 ring binder, minimum of 1/2”

· 5 dividers (agendas, DGP, outside reading, voc / lit. terms, literature)

· Pencils

· Blue or black ink pens

· College-ruled loose leaf paper

Class procedures:

· Bring binder, textbook, pencils, etc. to class each day.  Use blue or black only when writing in pen; assignments written in other ink colors will receive a ZERO!
· Each MONTH, students will receive a calendar with major due dates, quizzes, tests, etc. outlined.  Daily homework assignments should be written on these calendars – I will remind you at the end of class each day for the first month or so.  These calendars will be turned in at the end of each month for a grade – keep up with this!  It’s an easy way to help your overall average (or hurt it if you don’t keep up).  The calendar should be the first page in your binder as an easy way to keep up with your assignments.

· Each day, the agenda will be written on the board.  You should copy these on your agenda sheet each day as soon as you come into class.

· Once you copy down the agenda, you should begin the warm-up activity which will be on the smart board at the beginning of class each day.  Keep up with these – they will prove invaluable during your DGP quizzes.

· Every Friday, we will have a quiz – vocabulary or DGP, alternately.  DO NOT throw away any lists until I tell you to do so.

· Students are NOT allowed to eat in class; however, you may have drinks as long as they have twist caps.  Keep the caps on the drinks to prevent spills.  I realize that accidents will happen, but if spills become a problem, this privilege will be revoked.
· Students must get permission to go to the restroom or out of the room for any reason.   Restroom visits should be quick and rare because I give a break about midway through class time each day.  If you use either as a chance for social visits, it is skipping class and will result in a disciplinary referral.

· Students must keep cell phones (iPods, etc.) put away during class; on test days, students will be required to place cell phones / electronic devices in the door hanger in the front of my room.  If I suspect that a student is texting, checking facebook / instagram / whatever, I will first tell them to put it away and not let it happen again.  If it does happen a second time, I will take the student’s phone and return it at the end of class.  The third time this happens, I will take the phone and turn it in to the office for the administration to handle as they see fit.  At this point, this device has become a major disruption to class, and the student will be dealt with accordingly.  If these devices become a common distraction or disruption, students will be required to put them in the door hanger during class EACH day, not just on tests days.  There are occasions when I ask students to look up definitions, symbolic meanings, cultural references, etc., using these devices, so I would hate to resort to the absolute rule of never having them out in class.  Please be respectful of this so that we can take advantage of the technology in a constructive manner.
· Students are not allowed to wear hats, etc., in my classroom.  I need to see your wonderful faces to know that you are focused.
Grading Policies:


All work must be turned in the day it is due; you will be given specific grading rubrics for any projects when they are assigned.  These rubrics will detail the points deducted for late assignments.  Please be sure to read this information carefully so that you may do your best work and turn assignments in on time.


Your average for this class will be comprised of daily assignments, homework, quizzes, essays, individual projects, group projects, presentations, tests, daily agendas and calendars; these categories are weighted to reflect the amount of time required.  Please be sure to notice those weights when reviewing your average.

All students will have a folder in my room in which they will place ALL tests and quizzes once they’ve been graded.  All students are allowed to work on revisions to tests and quizzes to receive half credit back.  I have specific ways that I ask students to do these corrections, and they MUST be done AT SCHOOL.  These are NOT ALLOWED to be taken home.  In order for students to take advantage of the opportunity to correct tests & quizzes, I am here every morning for 0 period, of course, but I am usually here by 7:40 – a tad earlier than 0 period.  Students are encouraged to come in before school to work on corrections.  I am also available most afternoons; please just ask me the day before to make sure that I do not have a meeting or appointment.

Late Work:

Any homework assignments not completed and turned in on time may be completed and turned in one day late; however, this late work will have 20 points deducted from the grade.  I will not accept any work more than one day late, and any missing assignments will be given the score of 0.  Progress reports are sent home every 3 weeks; at this time, students should verify grades and take the opportunity to make up work.  Any missing work may be turned in by dates specified on these reports, but all work will have 40 points deducted from the grade.  It is essential that you learn to be responsible and have all work turned in on time.

Make-up Work:

Any time you miss my class, you are responsible for making up all missed work within the time period stated in your student handbook.  It is your responsibility to make up all daily assignments, notes, quizzes, tests, etc.  I WILL NOT check over your shoulder to make sure that you are making up missed work.  In my classroom, you will find a class notebook with daily agendas, notes, assignments, etc. for each day; you must check this notebook after any absences to find out what you’ve missed.  There is also a basket / folder for each class period where I will put extra handouts, etc., for people who are absent.  Ultimately, however, you must take the time to get the missing work and to turn it in within the prescribed time.  I strongly recommend that you take care of this during the first few minutes of class. 

Attendance:


If you miss class or are tardy to class, you MUST complete the attendance form in “Where are you going? Where have you been?” binder.  This form will serve as a record of your absences, excused and unexcused, as a tool to help you keep track of your attendance.  Please also keep in mind that you are considered absent if you miss more than 18 minutes of class – this can really add up.  !  If you are terribly sick and miss more than a day or two, please email me for assignments so that you do not get too far behind.

You can also accumulate tardies which will be documented and may result in your being assigned after school detention.  (In 3rd period, lunch can also lead to excessive tardies, so be sure you get back to class on time.)  Please do not skip school!  It is hard to catch up; you may miss too many days to receive credit.  Most importantly, to succeed, you must be here and participate in class.
(Students are given an outline which they complete as we discuss these policies; the full text is available on my website.)

Please read the syllabus, sign below and return this form to Mrs. Miller the second day of class.  

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understood the information outlined in this syllabus.  If, at any time, I have questions or concerns, I will contact Mrs. Miller.

Student’s Signature:  ____________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent / Guardian’s Signature:  ______________________________________ Date:  _________ Contact #:  _________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________

Does your son/ daughter have access to a computer outside of school?  _________

Does your son / daughter have access to the internet outside of school?  _________
