Dialectical Journals
I. Rubric
	Areas I’ll be considering…
	Expected to include…
	Possible Point Value

	Quotations & Plot Details
	Correct MLA format; quotations which allow for discussion & questioning; avoids quotations which simply do not develop one’s greater understanding of the text
	20 pts.

	Interpretation
	Thoughtful discussion which shows careful consideration of the characters, conflicts, etc.; avoids clichés; may begin with “gut reactions” but develops beyond that surface response
	20 pts.

	Literary Elements
	In-depth discussion of elements such as diction, syntax,  imagery, theme, etc, and how these elements contribute to or deepen the meaning of the text; does not merely mention the elements, though
	20 pts.

	Questions & Connections
	Though-provoking questions and attempts to begin answering those questions; insightful personal connections; thoughtful connections to other literary, historical, religious, and / or political figures or texts; discussion of how these connections strengthen or deepen the meaning
	20 pts.

	Coverage of Text
	Thorough coverage of text assigned; doesn’t mean just page numbers but that the discussion should demonstrate understanding of the section as a whole 
	10 pts.

	Presentation
	Adherence to the format I’ve given;  neat, organized, readable
	10 pts.

	Total 
	
	100 pts.


II. Strategies to use in responses
As you work to develop in-depth responses to the text, be mindful of the quotes you choose.  As a general rule, if you cannot use two or more of these strategies as you respond to a quote, it is probably not a great quote to use.  The texts we are reading are incredibly rich texts, so you should have no problem including many of these strategies in your responses.  Honestly, I usually have to force myself to stop because I choose so many quotes and have so much to say about each one that we could never discuss all of them.  

Consider the following:

· author’s purpose

· diction 
· syntax

· tone

· symbolism

· character development

· personal connections

· literary, religious, historical, political connections

· foreshadowing / make a prediction
· ask a question / challenge the text

· connection to theme

· contribution to conflict

· symbolic meaning

· imagery & its impact

*This is not an exclusive list of strategies; however, these are the most common strategies which can be applied to texts fairly easily.  As we work on this technique throughout the semester, we may add more ideas to this list.
