A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

Name:  _________________
Background Internet Activity





Date:  ____________

I. Go to http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/sl.htm to find some basic information about the country of Sierra Leone.

1. Sierra Leone is located on the __________ coast of the continent _____________.

2. It is bordered by the countries ________________ and _________________ and the _________________ Ocean.

3. The last UN peacekeepers left in ______________.
4. Sierra Leon is one of the top __________ producers of _______________.

II. Go to http://worldfacts.us/Sierra-Leone.htm to find the following information.

5. After a Civil War which lasted _____ years, from ______ to ______, people are working to establish ____________________.

6. What are the four major natural resources in Sierra Leone? __________________________________________________________________

7. The life expectancy for women is _________ while it is ________ for men.

III. Go to http://www.infoplease.com/country/profiles/sierra-leone.html to find the following information.

8. The largest tribes are the _____________ in the north and the ____________ in the south.

9. In ________, the first slaves in North America were brought from _______________ to the _____________________________________________.

10. In ________, the British helped __________ freed slaves from ______________, _________________, and _________________ return to Sierra Leone and settle in _______________________.

11. Sierra Leone was a colony of ___________________ until they gained independence in ____________.

12. Political turmoil began in 1967 with highly contested elections until 1968 when _________________________ assumed the office of Prime Minister, and he held that office until _________.

13. What political parties were allowed under his rule?  ________________________

14. What does RUF stand for?  ___________________________________________

15. What did this group begin doing in 1991? ________________________________ __________________________________________________________________

IV. Go to http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/briefing/soldiers/soldiers.pdf to find the following information.
16. How many children are believed to have been coerced into becoming soldiers?  ____________________   The youngest child soldiers are age __________.
17. It is believed that approximately ___________ Rwandan children from ages _______ to ______ were in the military during the country’s brutal civil war.

18. Though few engage in combat, most child soldiers suffer ___________________. More _________________ than soldiers, they carry guns and ammunition, gather firewood, cook, do laundry and run errands for their master.

19. A child soldier has been defined as a _______________________________who ____________ or ________________________ in an armed conflict as part of an armed force or group.

20. Recruiting children by ______________ is not uncommon. Armed groups take children ______________________________________. Some groups have specifically recruited _________________ and ___________________________.

V. Go to http://www.alongwaygone.com/ishmael_beah.html and read about the author.  Create a timeline that summarizes the background given there.
