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Course Overview:


The Creative Writing course is an opportunity for students to gain an understanding of the basic aspects of creative writing, with a special emphasis placed on the use of the writing process.  This course is designed to allow students the chance to write in various genres, first by reading and analyzing examples of great texts then attempting to create original pieces which employ similar techniques.  Most of our emphasis will be on the written word, but we will also examine some forms of graphic communication.
Units of Study:


My goal is to address at least four major genres: fairy tales, short stories (some focusing on narration / point of view, conflict, characterization, and / or art as inspiration), poetry, autobiography / memoirs, and cartooning.  


Within each unit, we will examine samples of the genre then work with small groups or independently to develop a short original text.  In these texts, they will be expected to show an understanding of the elements of that genre.  In both the group and individual projects, students must follow the writing process, emphasizing the steps of revision and editing.  This emphasis will help students understand that writing is a creative process, and as such, there may not be a definitive end – only opportunities for improvement.
Class Expectations:


I always expect my students to be respectful of each other and of myself.  I will not tolerate any disparaging talk in my classroom.  Considering the personal nature of writing, students are expected to be especially cognizant of each others’ feelings when discussing each others’ work.  It takes a great deal of courage to let others read your own writing, much less critique it; therefore, all students MUST remember than we are working together as a collaborative group in order to build each other up and help each other improve our craft.


I also expect work to be done on time and with care.  Students who turn in work late will be penalized, just as those who submit sloppy work will be penalized.  Students will not be allowed to submit work which is offensive or inappropriate for school.  As the teacher, I reserve the right to judge what materials I feel are appropriate or inappropriate in my classroom.
Required Materials:

· Single-subject, spiral bound notebook or journal

· Folder with pockets / brads for handouts 

· Flash drive

· Pencils & pens

Donations of tissue, hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, colored pencils, or colored construction paper would be greatly appreciated.

Class Procedures:

· Each day, the agenda will be on the board; upon entering class, students should copy the agenda then begin the journaling activity which will be on the smart board.

· Much of our class will involve reading or listening to each others’ work; I fully expect students to do so with respect and consideration.  

· Ideally, this class will be like a work environment where students will have minimum instructional time with maximum work time.  As long as you use this time wisely, you won’t have tons of work to do outside of class.

· Students are allowed to revise their work even after the final draft has been submitted; if you have truly used the revision process along the way, you will learn that good writers never think a piece is “finished.”  There is always room for improvement.

· Students are allowed to have drinks AS LONG AS they are bottles with twist caps.  Keeping the caps closed will prevent spills – too many spills will result in the revocation of this privilege.

· Students will follow county guidelines pertaining to cell phones (and other electronic devices) and hats.
Grading Policy:

All work MUST be submitted on time; any late assignments will receive a 10 point deduction for each day it is late.  Please take advantage of 0 period if you need extra help with any projects or if you would like further assistance in the drafting process.  At the end of the semester, you will submit a portfolio containing drafts and final products.  This portfolio will need to be compiled and presented in as professional a manner as possible and will count as your exam.
Your average for this class will be formulated using the following scale:

· Journals / Daily Work:
20 %
· Working Drafts:

25 %
· Critiques:


20 %
· Final Drafts:


35 %


Make-up Work:


Any time you miss class, you are responsible for looking in the class binder to find the journal topic and any other assignments you missed.  These will need to be made up within the timeframe outlined in your handbook.  I will not check over you to make sure that you do this; the classroom will be run like a work environment, so responsibility is essential.

Attendance:


Simply put, you must be here to really benefit from this class.  If you do miss class, be sure to bring your excuse note immediately.  Be sure to complete the attendance form in the “Where are you going? Where have you been?” notebook.  This form will help you track your attendance.  Remember, there is the possibility of being exempt from the exam in this class, so DON’T MISS OUT!

Closing:


I’m excited about this class, and I hope you are as well.  It is my goal to make this class a cooperative learning environment, but to achieve this goal, we must all work together well.  I hope you will gain much skill and confidence as the semester progresses.

Please read the syllabus, sign below and return this form to Mrs. Miller the second day of class.  

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understood the information outlined in this syllabus.  If, at any time, I have questions or concerns, I will contact Mrs. Miller.

Student’s Signature:  ____________________________________ Date: ____________

Parent / Guardian’s Signature:  ______________________________________ Date:  _________ Contact #:  _________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________
Does your son/ daughter have access to a computer outside of school?  _________

Does your son / daughter have access to the internet outside of school?  _________
